Public Safety Neglect,

Cozying Up to Special Interests,

& Intemperate Acts!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Senator Timothy R. Ferguson
claimed1 to have led opposition to the Governor’s Responsible Gun Safety Bill of 2000, but when he had finished speaking for an hour against the bill, he handed the floor to Senate President Miller who called for a vote to pass the measure.  If he had handed the floor to Senator Mooney or some other freedom loving Senator, they could have kept the debate going.  In fact they could have kept the debate going until cloture was voted and then we would know who had sold out to the Governor.  Senator Ferguson claims there were not enough votes to sustain a filibuster, but he didn’t even try.  Fake 2nd Amendment support is no support at all.
Sen. Ferguson says2 “I have never voted for gun-control legislation.”  But there are many ways to vote for gun control and one of them is to hand control of the Senate floor to Sen. Miller so he can call for a vote.  And crime rises again as Maryland disarms the victims3.

This is not the first time Sen. Ferguson has abandoned filibusters planned by his Republican colleagues.  In 1998, he helped the Democrats to pass a bill (SB 652) to change the law governing Maryland’s suit against tobacco companies which retroactively extinguished tobacco company legal defenses after Maryland had effectively lost the suit in court.  That action preserved a claim by Peter Angelos for legal services of $1.1 billion.  And isn’t it reasonable that Angelos is one of the Senator’s biggest contributor ($5,000 from two of his companies Artemis Properties and PGA so far since 1998).
The Senator is not even particularly effective at protecting his constituent interests in receiving a fair share of Maryland’s capital expenditures2 to reflect Frederick and Carroll’s population growth.

Should you care that Sen. Ferguson supported a tax increase on tobacco (the settlement) and that 25% of that tax goes to a private individual (Angelos)?  

Should you care that the tobacco settlement is really a smokescreen for big government5 and has created troubling legal precedents.

Show Sen. Ferguson, who made it all possible, how much you care.  But take heed, if a constituent questions Sen. Ferguson on his performance or flip-flops, Ferguson can become quite abusive.  In one message he implied the questioner was a coward in another he implied the questioner was a dupe.  Like President Clinton, Sen. Ferguson consistently attacks the questioners rather than explain his actions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.
Letter sent by Senator Ferguson, April 2000.

2.
His web site at: http://www.voteferguson.com/pages/issues.html

3.
"Serious crime up 16%  in city," S.C. Nicol, Frederick News-Post, 8/2/01.

4.
“Campaign cash follows vote shift; State senator says no donation discussed in tobacco bill battle; Angelos helps Ferguson,” Sun, 10/30/98, Greg Garland; Michael Dresser

5.
The Tobacco Deal -- Smokescreen for Bigger Government? National Taxpayer Union  Foundation, Policy Paper #115, Mark Schmidt, http://www.ntu.org/taxpayer_issues/ntuf_policy_papers/pp_ntuf_115.php3.
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Timothy R. Ferguson
Senator, Maryland 4th District

Senator Ferguson has been a member of Maryland’s Senate since 1995 and served on the Judicial Proceedings Committee since 1999.  He is an engineering consultant with 28 years of experience who was worked for such firms as Lockheed-Martin, IBM, Westinghouse, AAI, and many others.  He was born the third of eight children to Louis and JoAnne Ferguson January 22, 1955, and reared in the Middle River-Essex area of Baltimore County.  He attended Eastern Vocational-Technical High School, and graduated in 1973 at age 18.  He attended Broome County Community College in New York in 1984, and Carroll Community College in 1996. 

· He has 28 years of experience; working since age 18.

· He has demonstrated legislative leadership by withdrawing from the Republican plan to filibuster Attorney General Curran proposed Tobacco Bill SB 652.  That Democrat sponsored bill made it easier for Maryland to sue tobacco companies and sets Peter Angelos' fees ($1.1 Billion).

· He cut his own deal with the Democrat leadership to ensure there would be no filibuster on the Governor's Responsible Gun Safety Act of 2000 to the surprise of the anti-bill group he had been leading.  He killed the filibuster by handing the floor to Senate President Miller during the debate on SB211 rather than to a Senator willing to continue the debate.

· He sponsored legislation to revise the formula for capital expenditures to reflect the population in our growing Frederick and Carroll counties district to no avail.

· He opposed recent budgets because they have grown above the "spending affordability" rate imposed by the General Assembly many years ago.  He has only supported two budgets since 1995

To find out how Mr. Ferguson’s efforts have helped Maryland, turn to the flip side...

Prepared for  MCRKBA, P.O. Box 10448, Silver Spring, MD 20914, (www.MCRKBA.org) 
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