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MCDL opposes this bill and asks for an unfavorable report. 
This bill is unnecessary, gun-owners are very safety conscious as the evidence shows.  In fact, since the 
1930s the population has more than doubled, the number of guns in the US has quintupled, yet 
firearm accidents have been cut in half.  All of this reduction was achieve without the “guidance” of 
legislators.  Accidental deaths for children age 14 and younger are extremely rare.  In 1997, the 
National Center for Health Statistics reported a total of 21 accidental handgun deaths for children 
through age 14 -- 21 deaths for the entire country.  Adding the 15-19 year olds only gives another 34 
handgun accidental deaths in the entire USA -- 55 handgun accidental deaths of persons 19 and 
younger total (reference: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/gmwki_97.pdf, page 1558, ICD 922.0),  
This bill seeks to modify the behavior of people who are reckless enough to leave guns where they can be 
accessed by children but are so fearful of the legal consequences that their firearm storage practice will be 
affected by this law.  Imagine, people not afraid of loosing a child, but being afraid of several extra 
years in jail.  Those people have to be so rare that they are likely only found among the acquaintances of 
sponsors of this bill. 
The bill is unconstitutionally vague about how a firearm may be stored to conform to this law.  For 
example, what are the state approved locks, trigger locks, cabinets, …?  Does Maryland have 
requirements that the locks be able to resist use of tools found in the home such as pry-bars, hacksaws, or 
drills?  Does Maryland test storage locks?   

The questions about approval for gun locks are important because Maryland has mandated safe 
storage and required trigger locks to be distributed with firearms, but trigger locks don’t work (see 
Trigger locks found defective!, By Denise Lavoie, The Associated Press, October 10, 2000, 
STAMFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A nationwide program to distribute free gun locks to protect children has 
been suspended after police discovered the devices can spring open … ).  Some of the problems 
associated with gun locks are shown in the collage of news articles given in the figure below. 



 

Many gun locks are so unsafe they have been recalled (e.g., Master Lock Co. of Milwaukee has 
recalled about 752,000 gun locks in 2000 and these locks were distributed with Maryland guns in 
conformance to Maryland safe storage laws.).  The Washington Post reported that 30 out of 32 gun 
locks tested by the federal government could be opened without the key.(see “Safety Standards 
Sought After Gun Locks Fail Test, Caroline E. Mayer, 2/7/2001, page A1).  In fact, these locks could 
be opened with paper clips, tweezers, or a good wack.  It is so typical of Maryland to mindlessly 
promulgate safety requirements for firearms with no real understanding of the safety 
implications. 
Maryland should be under no illusions – Triggerlocks can kill (see Memories and tears flow as 
family buries two children killed by intruder, MIKE CONWAY, BEE STAFF WRITER, August 31, 
2000, MERCED -- The video tribute during Wednesday's funeral marked milestones in the all-too-
short lives of Ashley Danielle and John William Carpenter … ).  The reference story reports the 
deaths of two Carpenter children attacked by a madman with a pitchfork in their home.  The children 
were unable to access a firearm to defend themselves because the father had locked it in conformance 
to California’s safe storage laws. 

This law makes “one size fits all” type decision and make no provisions at all for: a) varying risk of 
location – living in some area of Maryland may have higher risk from criminal action than from child 
access, b) for training by parents of child in handling firearm (might as well say kids can’t have sex unless 
they’ve passed the school sex-ed class), and the provisions for training by DNR are not adequate unless 
the training is offered in all public schools on a regular basis.  The bill should be amended to provide for 
that training for all children in Maryland older than 10. 
Locking up firearms can go wrong and should be a personal decision in which the all the risks are 
evaluated by an adult who has the interests of his family at heart. 
The law may encourage the use of trigger locks on loaded firearms – THAT IS A HAZARD recognized 
by all who know firearms.  Trigger locks fail; loaded firearms with trigger locks may fire accidentally 
when dropped or when the lock is being installed. 
The notion that a firearm is unloaded violates one of the fundamental rules of safe handling.  So, to 
demand the firearm be locked -- hence unloaded if a trigger lock is used, or unloaded without lock – 
violates the basic safety notion that “There is no such thing as an unloaded firearm.” 
The exclusion of law enforcement officers makes them a privileged class while putting at risk their 
children (if you believe that locking guns up will save children).  If this bill has any protective effect at 
all, it is hard to understand why the state government should care so little for the children of people who 
use guns as LEOs. 
Maryland Safe Storage Laws have had no effect.  The evidence is clear: 

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, (Mailstop K65, 4770 Buford Highway NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30341-3724) web page http://webapp.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/mortrate.html reports for  
the period 1996 through 1998 (the last year available at that site) that 6 Maryland juveniles were killed 
unintentionally with firearms.  The ages were 1 age 17, 2 age 15, 1 age 13, 1 age 8, and 1 age 3.  
During the same period, 77 juveniles used firearms in suicide.  One was age 10, 5 were age 13, 9 were 
age 14, 10 were age 15, 16 were age 16, and 36 were age 17. 
In the decade earlier similar period of 1986 to 1988, 4 juveniles were unintentionally killed with 
firearms in Maryland..  During that same period, 40 juveniles used firearms in suicide.  Two were age 
13, 2 were age 14, 8 were age 15, 13 were age 16, and 15 were age 17  It is hard to argue that much 
has changed because of the child access law enacted by Maryland in 1992. 

Maryland has already passed some strict child access prevention gun laws which have had no discernable 
effect, but made it a point to publicly reject the NRA's Eddie Eagle gun safety program for their schools.  
Those steps were wrong headed.  Now some want Maryland to compound its folly by increasing penalties 
for child access prevention failure.  We hope this measure is pitched into the trash can where it belongs. 



Enclosure(1) HB969 Written Testimony of MCDL      March 1, 2002 

Marylanders Against Handgun Abuse (MAHA) asserted in their testimony in the Maryland Senate on 3/12/02 to support the 
Senate bill crossfiled to HB969 that “Each year since 1979, unintended deaths caused by firearms has ranged between 1,225 
and 2,000 nationwide …many of these victims being young children.” 

Actually, MAHA is using all accidents of all ages including hunting accidents with long guns.  Focusing on children age 14 
and younger, the number MAHA provides is too large by a factor of approximately 6 for United States.  In Maryland for 
children age 14 and younger there have been 15 deaths total in 18 years from all firearm accidents (hunting, long gun, handgun 
– ALL). 

Comparing the table on the right, we see firearms average 0.8% of unintentional deaths in Maryland over the 18 year span. 

Drownings take more lives of Maryland children under 14 than firearms by a factor of 18 over the shown period.  Even knives, 
scissors, … take more children’s lives than firearms.  More Maryland children suffocate (e.g., choke on solid food) by a factor 
of  16 than die from firearms.  Data obtained was from the CDC site http://webapp.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/mortrate9.html    

 

So Why Doesn’t MAHA talk about the real Problem it is trying to solve? 


